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Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the 
base for a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and 
attractive for home devotions. One Statue (13 inches in 
height), one Ruby Glass, and one dozen Vigil Lights will be 
sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
405 North Main St. St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent.medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect espe- 
cially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted 
with high blood pressure, gout or stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles 
inquire for Special Lapidar. Price $2.85 per box. 


Agents Wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 








St. Ignatius Salve 


This wonderful Salve is the only Remedy known against Bone Diseases (Carries, Necrosis) 
Cancer and Ulcerating Wounds. 

The St. Ignatius Wound Salve draws all the pus out of the wound and cauterizes almost pain- 
lessly any wild and morbid flesh, and thus cleanses the wound. If it works strongly, it sometimes 
causes pain when first used. A cure can only then be effected when the wound is all cleaned and 
this necessarily requires a longer or shorter time, according to the state and length of the sickness. 
In most cases the salve will cure in a short time, provided the directions given are observed; how- 
ever, one jar only, or two will not suffice to effect a permanent cure in a chronic case. The salve is 
compounded of totally uninjurious ingredients and can not, therefore, do any harm in any cases. 

The salve will be mailed postage free only if money is remitted with order. As the use of the 
salve should not be suspended in the course of the cure, re-orders should be sent in time. 

Price per jar $1.30; six jars $6.50. Send your orders to Benedictine Press, St. Benedict, Oregon. 








Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month and 
the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘“‘Mar., 29,” 
your subscription expired with the March, 1929 issue; if ‘‘Apr. 29,’’ it 
expires with this issue. 
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Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 














Special March and April Offer 
For NEW 


Subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





Please mention premium desired 


For 1 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 4 inches long. Light and 
Subscription handy to carry. 


Or: —3 Aluminum, Genuine Jubilee Medals of St. Benedict. 
These medals are struck at Monte Cassino, Italy and 
are the size of a quarter. Leaflets explaining the use 
and benefits of the medal will accompany them. 


For 2 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 5 inches long. Convenient 
Subscriptions size for daily use in prayer. 


Or: —A Gold-plated, genuine Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict. 
This medal is struck at Monte Cassino, Italy and is the 
size of a quarter. A leaflet explaining the use and 
benefits of the medal will accompany it. 


For 3 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 6 inches long. Specially 
Subscriptions suitable for the sick. 


For 4 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 7 inches long. For personal 
Subscriptions use, for the sick, or for hanging on the wall. 


For 5 NEW An excellent, imported Real Ebony Crucifix, with 

Subscriptions beveled edges. The artistic oxidized corpus will attract 
all to love and compassion for our suffering Savior. It 
is light in weight, and can easily be held by a sick 
person, or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. 


For 8 NEW A Nickel bound Crucifix 10 inches long. Well made. 
Subscriptions Suitable for the living room. 


Pennsylvania: “I read the magazines from cover to cover, and I 
think anyone else who reads them will endorse me when I say: They 
are the most wonderful books published. When I get tired or discour- 
aged I read them, and I seem to be in another world after doing so.” 


“By chance I got hold of a copy of Tabernacle and Purgatory, 
and read it from cover to cover. It’s wonderful! I just love it! First, 
it is interesting; secondly, it carries all the information you want; 
thirdly, it helps to make one a better Catholic. No magazine ever 
interested me as this precious Tabernacle and Purgatory. I enclose 
my subscription. Please send me the next issue as I wish to receive 
my copies as soon as possible.’’ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














Our Gloriously Risen Savior St. Luke 


St. John 


St. Luke 


Our Gloriously Risen Savior 


St. John 


JESVM QVARITIS NAZARENVM, CRVCIFIXVM: SVRREXIT, NON EST HIC,ECCE LOCVS,VBI POSVERVNT EVM. Mare.16.6. 











Gabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. 
Francis Gilfillan, D.D., Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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Alleluia! — He is Risen 





Christ, our Life 






Te 7 | E is Risen, Christ, our Life! Alleluia! Hymns of 
S-tstats (4 thanksgiving burst forth from our heart as we be- 
SC Primes! bs - P . : 
ae | hold our Savior issuing from the tomb. His ador- 
Bye 


@ able Body shines with the splendor of the Divinity; 
from His beaming eyes emanates the radiant glory of His 
blessed Soul. The King of Victory sheds joy around Him. He 
fills the hearts of all to whom He appears with heavenly joy. 

Alleluia! He is risen! Yes, the Book of Life, which had 
been closed by death, He has, in the strength of His omnipo- 
tence, Himself reopened on the third day. Verily, He who thus 
triumphantly rises from the dead has conquered hell, death 
and the grave. In Him are the words of the prophet verified: 
“He will revive us after-two days: on the third day He will 
raise us up” (Osee vi. 3). Through the death of Jesus, the 
sting of death is taken away; we are born anew in the hope of 
life through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia, He is risen, Christ, our Life! The Lion of the 
tribe of Juda has conquered! Eternal Wisdom has triumphed 
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over malice! Immortality has vanquished death! Christ arose 
from the dead on the third day as He foretold, and thus gave 
to us a pledge of our own future resurrection. He arose to win 
for us the grace of true life for our souls: holy, supernatural 
and eternal life. He arose from the dead to win for our bodies 
the grace of resurrection, which will enable us to enter into 
the joys of heaven and participate with Him unto endless ages 
in the glory of His victory, yea, His victory, the price of ours! 


Christ, our Hope 


Alleluia, He is risen, Christ, our Hope! That sacred Body 
which during the Passion was blood-stained, mangled and made 
like unto a leper, — behold It, full of life, behold It, glorious, 
now incapable of suffering or death! Immortal Christ, our 
Hope, we hail Thee! Alleluia! 

Now all His sufferings are transformed into glory. He 
lives and shall die no more. What effect have now the revilings 
of His enemies? What matter now the scourges, the thorns, 
the nails? Ah, they were the instruments by which, in the eter- 
nal decrees, the Son of God should pay our ransom. For the 
torments He so generously took upon Himself He is now 
crowned by the most glorious resurrection. 

Alleluia, He is risen, Christ, our Hope! He, after adorning 
the beams of the Cross with the precious burden of His Body, 
with the priceless drops of His Blood and with the gems of His 
Divine patience, humility, obedience and love, now rises glori- 
ously and elevates the Cross from a sign of punishment to the 
Sign of our Redemption, the emblem of His mercy and the 
pledge of our hope. What an encouragement for all of us who 
follow in the footsteps of our Divine Leader, to carry our daily 
cross, our heaven-sent cross, through the entire day of our 
earthly life; to persevere under the torments of our cross as 
our Savior persevered amidst all the tortures which His Cross 
brought to Him. 

He heard the cry of derision: “If Thou be the Son of God, 
come down from the cross” (Matt. xxvii. 40). But He did not 
come down, so that He might suffer to the end and complete 
the work of our redemption. We, too, will hear the cry of 
flesh and blood, of the world and its amusements, to lay aside 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 357 


our cross. Our perverse will may often cause us to murmur 
against the decrees of heaven. Ah, let us not grow weary! Let 
us embrace the cross according to the example of our Blessed 
Savior, let us follow in His footsteps, yes, in His blood-stained 
footsteps, if necessary, until by other hands, by the hand of God 
and not our own inconstancy, the cross be taken from us. Even 
if our sufferings be a life-long cross, a glance at our cross-bear- 
ing Savior will give us grace to carry it; and a thought of our 
gloriously risen Savior will impart to us courage to bear it 
patiently, knowing that through such sufferings we too shall 
merit to enter into glory. 


Christ, our Joy! 


Alleluia, He is risen, Christ our Joy! We have taken 
part in the sufferings of our Redeemer by our affections of 
grief at sight of the torments of His Passion. Now it is just 
that we should rejoice in the triumphs of His Resurrection. Let 
us thank Him not merely for the benefits we have received and 
shall receive from His glorious Resurrection, but chiefly for 
Himself and for the joy, glory and triumph which it procures 
for Him. Let us praise His Humanity and His Divinity, His 
Body and Soul, for we owe Him this triumphant praise by 
which He is eternally ravished in return for His humiliating 
sufferings and ignominious death. 

Alleluia, He is risen, Christ, our Joy! Immortal King of 
Ages, Hail! Christ, the Conqueror, rises again to obtain for 
us all the blessings of His life and death, to crown all His works 
and to gather all the fruits of those Divine works. Had death 
held Him within its icy bonds, all that life of prayer, preaching, 
miracles, labor and suffering would have been useless. But 
He arose again. All things spring to life again, and we have 
received a precious pledge of obtaining all the treasures of our 
salvation. 

May the Risen Savior enter into our hearts with the light 
of faith, the sweetness of hope and the ardor of charity, while 
we sing a new hymn of glory, praise, adoration and love: 


Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 


~ 2-8-2 
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The Gift of Divine Mercy 







"geo | all the memorable events in the life of our Divine 
(s o 5 Savior, Jesus Christ, certainly the most sublime and 
ah, elevating is that of the Last Supper. At this festival, 
mtn | not only the Easter lamb was set before the Apostles, 
wands to Jewish custom, but they partook also of the true 
Lamb, the innocent Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of 
the world; for, under the appearances of bread and wine, Jesus 
gave them His own Flesh and Blood as nourishment, — a Food 
and Drink containing in themselves every delight and the sweet- 
ness of every taste. The Adorable Sacrament of the Altar, 
which Jesus left as a legacy to His Church, is the vital principle 
of her being. It is her heart, of which every Mass that is cele- 
brated is a pulsation, sending her life-blood, the Blood of Jesus 
Christ, into every vein, imparting to every member of her body 
life, growth, and well-being. Hence it may be said that in a 
certain sense the Church was founded on Holy Thursday — at 
least, on that day the principle of life was given her. 

At the Last Supper, the love and infinite goodness of our 
Redeemer were exhibited with new splendor, for there He 
proved anew His most profound humility, and at the same time, 
the boundless munificence of His mercy. He, though the King 
of heaven and earth, did not consider it beneath His dignity 
to sit at table with His lowly disciples — yea, even with the 
traitor Judas — and to eat with them from the same dish! 
More than this, He even girded Himself with a towel and con- 
descended to wash their feet; and this admirable token of His 
humility He likewise manifested toward His perfidious betrayer. 

Jesus, the King of heaven and earth, revealed also at the 
Last Supper the boundless liberality of His mercy by giving 
to the apostles, as the first priests, and through their legitimate 
successors, to the universal Church, His most sacred Body and 
Blood as real food and drink. By this unspeakable Gift, and 
by His Sacrifice on the Cross — that inestimable price of our 
Redemption which He offered but a few hours later — He de- 
sired to appease His Heavenly Father and to confer upon the 
apostles as well as upon the faithful for all time a pledge of 
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most intimate union with God together with a strengthening and 
refreshing viaticum. 

Ah, how exceedingly precious is this Gift and what happi- 
ness It now imparts to every faithful Christian who, attracted 
by the benignity of the Good Shepherd, hastens with ardent 
love to the Holy Table to celebrate Easter with Jesus. Joyously 
he may exclaim with the prophet: “As the hart panteth after 
the fountains of waters: so my soul panteth after Thee, 0 God” 
(Ps. xli. 2). 

How wondrously do the goodness and love, the omnipo- 
tence and wisdom of our Blessed Redeemer shine forth in these 
holy Mysteries! Marvelous indeed is the goodness of the Eter- 
nal God in imparting Himself with such unspeakable liberality 
to sinful mankind, to despicable creatures! Wonderful is His 
omnipotence which transforms His infinite Majesty into the 
lowly appearance of bread! Incomprehensible is His wisdom 
which invented such a salutary means of healing our infirmities 
and supplying for our deficiencies! 

It was fitting, indeed, that, having lost life through a food, 
we should also regain it through a food; that, as the fruit of a 
tree brought condemnation to us, so should the Fruit of the 
tree of the Cross bring us redemption. Concerning the fruit 
of the tree in paradise, God uttered this warning: “In what day 
soever thou shalt eat of it, thou shalt die the death” (Gen. ii. 
17). But with regard to the Fruit of the tree of the Cross, 
Jesus has promised the very reverse: “He that eateth this Bread, 
shall live forever” (John vi. 59). : 


Our All in All 


Consequently, he who receives this Sacrament worthily 
and retains the strength and grace which It imparts, will nec- 
essarily live a life of union with God, a life which will continue 
throughout eternity. Verily, this Food is different from ordi- 
nary food — different, too, from the manna which our fore- 
fathers received in the desert; for natural food, as also the 
manna of the desert, can impart onl.’ a temporal life, whereas 
this heavenly Food, this heavenly Manna, imparts to the worthy 
recipient life eternal. 

Pious soul, you who love your Divine Savior, turn your 
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footsteps toward the altar. Frequently approach your Savior’s 
Banquet, particularly during this sacred Easter time, and with 
due preparation, receive this heavenly Food which makes you 
one with your Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier! Do not be 
content to receive your Jesus only spiritually; receive Him also 
corporally in this Sacrament. He, the eternal Friend of man- 
kind, was not content to take upon Himself our human nature 
merely in a figurative manner, but became man truly, assuming 
our human nature really and substantially and in the oneness 
of His Divine Person. So we, too, should not be satisfied to 
love Him merely in a spiritual way, but should unite ourselves 
actually with Him in Holy Communion. 

Come, then, O Christian soul — you who are indebted to 
God for so many benefits, sighing and laboring under the bur- 
den of your sins, and oppressed by manifold tribulations; draw 
near to this Divine Mystery. With this Treasure you can pay 
all your debts; with this Gift of grace you can expiate all your 
offenses; with this Remedy you can heal all your infirmities; 
with this Wealth you can enrich your poverty. Let us beware 
of showing ourselves ungrateful for this great Gift of Divine 
mercy, for this magnificent work of Divine Providence, but 
rather let us thank our Lord unceasingly for His unspeakable 
goodness. As this Sacrament contains within Itself All in all, 
so, too, it will form all virtues and graces within us. If King 
David exhorted the inhabitants of Jerusalem to praise the Lord 
for having abundantly supplied them with natural bread, which 
nourishes but the body and appeases its hunger, how much the 
more ought we to praise His Divine Goodness for having be- 
stowed upon us this Heavenly Bread which nourishes and 
satisfies the hunger of the immortal soul! 


-2-B 
Place Your Needs Before Jesu Hostia 


Let us implore our Savior’s aid in our many needs by placing a 
lighted candle at His Eucharistic throne. 

For an alms of 50 cents a large wax candle will be burned one 
whole day and one whole night in our Adoration Chapel before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one week; for $12.00, 
one month. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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To Jesus Every Day 





The Command of Jesus 


ry, ry ESUS gave us a command to receive Him when He 
, @ said: “I am the Bread of Life (that is, which gives 
6 be and maintains the life of the soul)... My Flesh is 
eH meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed... If 
any man eat of this Bread he shall live forever. .. Amen, amen, 
I say unto you: Except you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, 
and drink His Blood, you shall not have life in you” (John vi. 
48-56). 

Jesus called Himself “Bread” because in the Eucharist 
He gives Himself to us under the appearance of bread; He said 
the “Bread of Life” to signify that, as material bread satiates 
hunger, nourishes and sustains the body, delights it and pro- 
motes its growth, so the Holy Eucharist nourishes and sustains 
the soul, causes it to grow in virtue, delights it and satiates its 
desires for peace and happiness. 

He said, “Except you eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, 
you shall not have life in you,” to make us understand that, as 
the body cannot live without material food, so the soul cannot 
long remain in the grace of God (which is its life) without this 
spiritual Food; and therefore, as material food is necessary to 
the body for its life, so the Eucharist is necessary for the soul 
to maintain itself in the grace of God. 

Ah! if Christians would seriously consider this truth, and 
if they would receive Jesus frequently, how much more easily 
would they avoid mortal sin, or at least, how rarely would they 
fall! Implore of God the grace that you may understand this 
‘all-important truth. 


Example of Henry Lacordaire, O.P. 
1802 — 1861 





Father Henry Lacordaire was without doubt one of the 
most famous orators of the past century. He was a staunch 
defender of truth and liberty, which he esteemed most highly, 
studied profoundly, and preached in a Christian manner and 
in an animated, courageous and almost novel form. He ap- 
peared in the forum, in the cell, in the pulpit, as a true type of 
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virtue armed with the truth, by means of which, “tender as a 
mother, yet adamant as a diamond,” he bore prolonged and 
bitter opposition and won noble victories and splendid triumphs. 
So renowned an orator was he that the most learned men of 
France thronged to hear him, even though they had to go to 
church at least two hours before services in order to obtain a 
place. This man, whom France elected as its representative in 
the Constitutional Assembly and welcomed joyfully into the 
Academy of the Immortals, this man had a most tender devotion 
to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament, and in His Presence 
he was so profoundly recollected and affected that he seemed 
no longer conscious of what was transpiring about him. Such 
devotion he strove to inculcate in others both by spoken and by 
written word, and he spared no effort or sacrifice to lead souls 
to Jesus. 

Once on the vigil of a feast he chanced to be in Paris on 
important business, and some of his friends wished to entertain 
him. As Father Lacordaire was at the time director of a college 
which he himself had founded, he refused the invitation with 
these words: “I cannot, for if I were absent, some of my boys 
who are preparing for the feast would be without confession.” 
Then he added with a holy earnestness: ““No one can calculate 
the loss of one Communion less in the life of a soul.” 

And we — have we ever thought of the grace upon earth 
and the glory in heaven which one Communion more can pro- 
cure'for us? The devil knows it, and for that reason he seeks, 
by a thousand pretexts, to keep us far from the Most Holy 
Eucharist. 


2 
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Consolation for the Living and Departed 


Everyone may secure for himself or his dear ones the benefits 
of perpetual prayers of the communities at Clyde, Missouri, and at 
Mundelein, Illinois, who have consecrated themselves to the unceasing 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. For many it will be a source of 
great consolation to know that uninterrupted prayer rises to the throne 
of God for their departed parents or children, their friends or rela- 
tives; to know that souls consecrated to God implore graces for the 
living, particularly the most important of all graces — to die in the 
friendship of God. 

For particulars, address: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Spotless Host 


Continuation of a series of articles on Holy Mass. 1. “The Am- 
bassador of Christ,’’ Mar., 1928. 2. “Plea for Pardon,’”’ Apr., 1928. 
3. “‘At the Altar,’’ Sept., 1928. 4. “Joy in God,” Oct., 1928. 5. “God's 
Hour of Generosity,”’ Nov., 1928. 6. “Heralds Prepare the Way,” Dec., 
1928. 7. ‘“‘Completeness of the Liturgy,” Jan., 1929. 8. “I am the 
Way,” Feb., 1929. 9. “The Torch of Faith,’’ Mar., 1929. 


Offertory 
M FTER the Credo, the priest kisses the altar, then 


turns to the people and says: “Dominus vobiscum— 
The Lord be with you.” With the words, “Let us 
ef) pray,” he joins his hands and reads the Offertory 
prayer, inviting the faithful to follow the prayer attentively 
and unite in the sacrifice which he is about to commence. The 
verses called the Offertory are selected from Sacred Scripture 
and, like the /ntroit and Gradual, are appropriate for the feast 
or season. The Offertory of the Mass of Corpus Christi reads: — 

The priests of the Lord offer incense and loaves to God, 
and therefore they shall be holy to their God, and shall not 
defile His Name, Alleluia! 

United in the Lord, let us pray, — not so much by words 
as by deeds and sentiments of the heart; not so much by begging 
and petitioning, but far more by offering and self-surrender. 
For now the gift which is to be changed into the Body and Blood 
of Christ is prepared on the altar. Now is the acceptable time 
for each one to contribute his offering so that afterwards he 
may have part in the Sacrifice of Christ. How can this be ac- 
complished? In former times each person brought a visible 
gift to the altar, — bread or wine, flowers, fruits, gold or other 
precious things — according to his means. With the visible 
gift he brought also an invisible one — the gift of readiness 
for sacrifice, which rendered his offering pleasing in the sight 
of God. 

In our day, the faithful no longer offer bread and wine 
or like gifts, but the disposition of sacrifice is possible and 
necessary for each one of us, and we, too, have gifts, spiritual 
gifts, which we can offer to the Lord. We should not neglect, 
in spirit to place our offering on the paten to unite it with the 
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offering of the priest. Have we not perhaps a sorrow that weighs 
us down? Let it be our gift to the Lord, sanctified and made 
especially pleasing through the Cross of Christ. Must we not 
work and labor from early till late? Let us offer our work 
and our good will; they are precious gifts. Has God perhaps 
lavished joys and prosperity upon us and blessed us abun- 
dantly? With a grateful heart let us bring also our joys and 
offer them to Him. No one should come empty-handed, for 
God has given to each one something which he can and should 
now bring to Him. 


Offering of the Bread 


With the Offertory the second part of Holy Mass is begun. 
The priest now uncovers the chalice, places it at the side of the 
corporal, and presently with both hands raises the paten with 
the host and prays silently: Receive, O holy Father, Almighty, 
Eternal God, this spotless host, which I, Thine unworthy ser- 
vant, do offer unto Thee, my living and true God, for mine 
own countless sins, offenses, and negligences, and for all here 
present; as also for all faithful Christians, living or dead; that 
it may avail for my own and for their salvation unto life eter- 
nal. Amen. 

He places the gift before the eyes of God, as it were; he 
gives it to Him as His possession, and it thereby becomes sanc- 
tified. He calls it spotless, not so much because it was prepared 
with great care and of the finest flour, but rather because it is 
to become the true stainless gift, the Body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whose offering will avail us all unto salvation. A more 
beautiful, a more appropriate prayer at the Offertory than that 
recited by the priest could not be formulated. The highest 
sentiments of a Christian are summed up in its words. 

During the Offertory, St. Gertrude was accustomed to 
place, in spirit, her body and soul upon the paten, surrendering 
to God her body with all its senses, her soul with all its powers. 
Let us animate ourselves with the same sentiments at the Offer- 
tory, that as St. Paul says, we may become a “living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God.” The priest raises his eyes to heaven 
when he elevates the host to denote that the oblation is made to 
God. Having finished the words, he again lowers his eyes in 
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token of his own unworthiness. After this prayer, the priest 
makes the Sign of the Cross with the paten in memory of the 
Sacrifice of the Cross about to be renewed, and then lays the 
host on the altar. 


Mingling of Water and Wine 


The priest pours water and wine into the chalice (having 
first blessed the water) and recites this prayer: O God, who in 
creating human nature, didst marvelously ennoble it; and hast 
still more marvelously renewed it; grant that by the mystery 
of this water and wine, we may be made partakers of His Di- 
vinity, who vouchsafed to become partaker of our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God world without 
end. Amen. 

This commingling takes place because it was wine mixed 
with water which at the Last Supper our Lord changed into His 
Precious Blood. He thereby typified two things in a mysterious 
and symbolic manner: first that His Divine and Human natures 
are united in a wonderful union, the wine, as the more precious 
beverage, signifying His Divine nature, and the water His 
Human nature; secondly, that we, too, by the mystery of this 
union, are permitted to become partakers of His Divine nature, 
as the water typifies mankind in general. The wine is not 
blessed because it represents Christ, the eternal Son of the Fa- 
ther, and the source of all benefits, of all blessings. In every 
Holy Mass water and wine are mixed anew. In like manner 
should we, by taking part in this holy Sacrifice, become united 
with God each time anew to participate in His Divine life. 
Rightly do we compare our gifts to the few drops of water; for 
what are we and all we can give in comparison with our High- 
Priest, Christ, and His Sacrifice? He it is who accepts our 
gifts and prayers in His own infinite surrender to His Father; 
He it is who changes our water into the wine of salvation and 
makes it precious in the sight of God. 


Offering of the Chalice 
Returning to the middle of the altar, the priest, with both 
hands, raises the chalice containing the water and wine, and 
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says: We offer unto Thee, O Lord, the chalice of salvation, 
beseeching Thy clemency, that in the sight of Thy Divine 
Majesty it may ascend with the savor of sweetness, for our sal- 
vation, and for that of the whole world. Amen. He calls it 
the “chalice of salvation” because the wine which it contains 
is to be changed into the Precious Blood which flowed for our 
eternal salvation. That this Sacrifice, the Sacrifice of Christ, 
ascends as a sweet odor, is told us by the Apostle: “Christ hath 
delivered Himself for us, an oblation and a Sacrifice to God 
for an odor of sweetness” (Ephes. v. 2). 

St. Gertrude, in spirit, placed her heart in the chalice at 
the Offertory and prayed that all the words spoken over the 
chalice might be spoken over her heart; and that as the water 
and wine were to be changed into the Precious Blood of Christ, 
so her heart might be changed from one cold and lukewarm 
into a heart glowing with ardent love for God. 

After the foregoing prayer, the priest makes the Sign of 
the Cross with the chalice, places it on the corporal and covers 
it with the pall. He then bends low and prays silently: Humbled 
in mind, and contrite of heart, may we find favor with Thee, O 
Lord: and may the Sacrifice we this day offer up be well pleas- 
ing to Thee, who art our Lord and our God. Thus he prays, 
taught by the Psalmist who says: “A sacrifice to God is an af- 
flicted spirit: a contrite and humbled heart, O God, Thou wilt 
not despise” (Ps. 1. 19). Begging God that our oblation may 
be acceptable, that our hearts may be changed and that we may 
be made worthy of being offered to the Most High with Jesus 
Christ, we continue with the priest to implore God to change 
the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of our Lord by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass is the most sublime 
work of the Holy Ghost: therefore the following beautiful in- 
vocation to the Holy Spirit, by virtue of the Cross of Christ, to 
bless the sacrifice we have prepared: Come, Thou, the Sanctifier, 
God Almighty and Everlasting; bless this Sacrifice which is 
prepared for the glory of Thy holy Name. At these words, the 
priest, looking up to God, raises his hands, folds them rever- 
ently, and makes the Sign of the Cross over the oblation. ; 


22-2822 
—22-B-t— 
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Your Jubilee Gift 





Uy) E are celebrating a holy time: a year of jubilee. 

Yeie| The Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, has instituted this 
i} extraordinary jubilee from December 20, 1928 to 
“| December 20, 1929 in commemoration of the fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination to the sacred priesthood. It is 
said that an altar dedicated to the Most Blessed Sacrament is 
to be erected this year as a memorial in the Church of St. 
Charles where Pope Pius XI as Achille Ratti offered his first 
Holy Mass. The Holy Father is a lover of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. He has taken a keen interest in the international 
Eucharistic Congresses since his elevation to the papacy, and 
no doubt nothing could please him better than to have his golden 
jubilee to the priesthood commemorated by an altar dedicated 
to the Holy Eucharist. 

The conditions of the jubilee are so easy to fulfill that 
every Catholic heart should take advantage of this wonderful 
opportunity. No doubt, dear reader, you are already aware 
that one of the conditions for gaining this extraordinary 
jubilee indulgence is the giving of alms. When you are think- 
ing of a good work toward which to devote your jubilee alms, 
we suggest our proposed Church of Perpetual Adoration at 
Mundelein, Illinois. The Holy Father was very enthusiastic 
over the Eucharistic Congress held in Chicago in 1926. What 
a joy it will be for His Holiness when he knows that a Church 
of Perpetual Adoration is erected on the place of the great 
closing procession of that memorable Congress! The Holy 
Father was himself chaplain to a convent of Nuns of Perpetual 
Adoration in Italy for many years. When granting us the 
privilege of perpetual exposition at night, His Holiness re- 
marked that he had a number of times remained all night in 
the chapel of these Sisters after having exposed the Most 
Blessed Sacrament for. them. The Holy Eucharist is the life 
of the Church. A learned priest, speaking of our angelic ser- 
vice of Perpetual Adoration, remarked: — 

“‘We rejoice from our hearts at the foundation of the new 
shrine of Eucharistic praise and adoration at Mundelein. More 
than ever does our time need such citadels of prayer and love. 
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How good Father Lukas must rejoice in heaven at this reali- 
zation of his cherished desires! He knows even better, yes, far 
better now, how to value and esteem the benefits of such a 


fountain of paradise, such an oasis in the desert of the world 
of today.” 


Our Needs 


We shall be most grateful for the least gift, as well as the 
greatest, toward the proposed Adoration Chapel. Offerings for bricks 
and stones are, of course, the first thing necessary, but we shall gladly 
comply with specific wishes of those who desire their offerings applied, 
for instance, toward: — 


The High Altar Marble pillars* Stained glass windows, etc. 
Mosaic pictures Stations 


(The Exposition Throne and Perpetual Lamps have been donated.) 


Some persons have offered to donate statues. To them we would 
say that as everything in the new Adoration Chapel shall be designed 
to draw hearts and minds to the Most Blessed Sacrament which will 
be exposed continually on the altar, there will be very few statues. 
However, we hope to have mosaic pictures, and persons preferring to 
give funds for statues will have their wishes as fully realized if their 
offerings are applied toward the mosaic pictures. 


*The proposed Adoration Chapel is to contain twenty-four pillars. 
It has been planned to dedicate each of these pillars to a certain saint. 
Perhaps you have a loved one already in eternity. It would be an act 
worthy of his memory to donate toward one of these pillars, perhaps 
for the one of the saint after whom the dear one was named. Infor- 
mation as to the price of these pillars may be had upon request. The 
pillars are in honor of: — 


am 13. St. Joseph 
= 7. 14. St. Paul 
2. St. John Evangelists: — 
3. St. Andrew 15. St. Luke 
4. St. James the Greater 16. St. Mark 
5. St. Philip The 4 great doctors of the Church: — 
6. St. James the Less 17. St. Gregory the Great 
7. St. Bartholomew 18. St. Jerome 
8. St. Matthew 19. St. Ambrose 
9. St. Simon 20. St. Augustine 
10. St. Jude Thaddeus 21. St. Benedict 
11. St. Thomas 22. St. George 
12. St. Matthias ek Sone 


23. St. Scholastica 
. 24. St. Gertrude 
Benefactors of the permanent Adoration Chapel at Mundelein, 
Illinois, will share in the unceasing prayers of the Benedictine Sisters 
both at Mundelein, and their motherhouse at Clyde, Missouri. Their 
names will be placed on the altar of exposition at the new Eucharistic 
shrine. 
Offerings may be given personally at: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Mundelein, [linois 
Or sent by mail to: — 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





a 


| 
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The Golden Sacerdotal Jubilee of Our 
Holy Father, Pape Pius XI 


as \ Sy ously reigning Pontiff, Pope Pius XI, was ‘iboiaiad 

ses94) priest in the Lateran Church in Rome. On the fol- 
[SS lowing day, December 21, 1879, the young priest 
said his First Holy Mass in the church of St. Charles at Corso, 
before the precious relic, the heart of St. Charles Borromeo. 
The commemoration of this event is now being celebrated from 
December 20, 1928 till December 20, 1929. It is a year of 
jubilee for the Pope and a year of joy for the entire Catholic 
world. Numerous pilgrimages from all countries will go to 
Rome to extend their congratulations to the Holy Father. The 
love and reverence for the Father of Christendom will again 
reveal itself impressively and joyfully. The Holy Father will 
again open the treasury of Holy Church, from whence graces 
may be drawn in abundance: it will be a Holy Year! 

Yes, many blessings will be showered upon the flock of 
God’s faithful children from that inexhaustible treasury of the 
merits of Christ and His saints, to which the Holy Father holds 
the key. But many also are the blessings which the Holy Father 
hopes to obtain through the prayers of His children for which 
he so humbly asked in the month of January through the Apos- 
tleship of Prayer. Difficult is the office which heaven has as- 
signed to him. Great is the responsibility of guiding the barque 
of Peter amid the turbulent waves of our present time; but great 
is also his faith (fides intrepida) and his confidence in God. 
As Christ’s Vicar on earth, he steers the ship of Holy Church 
with strong and prudent hands. We have all reasons to rejoice 
when we consider the unusual capabilities and unexcelled ac- 
tivity of the present Sovereign Pontiff, and to joyfully pledge 
our loyalty to this Pope of Divine Providence. 

What shall we do to honor our Holy Father? In the first 
place, let us thank the Heavenly Father for all the blessings He 
has bestowed upon our Pope and through him also upon us. 
Then, let us pray for our Holy Father, that the Holy Spirit may 
enlighten him in his many perplexities; that he may receive 
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strength from above to fulfill his duties amid ever-increasing 
labors and cares. It will probably not be possible for many of 
us to journey to Rome and personally extend our good wishes 
to the Holy Father, but we are all able to celebrate the Pope’s 
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His Holiness Pope Pius XI 


solemnity at home during this year. Love for the Holy Father 
will inspire us what to do. Gratitude, joy and jubilee should 
fill our hearts while we attest our love, fidelity and sincere 
veneration for the Holy Father: Live, our dearly beloved, 
highly venerated, gloriously reigning Pontiff, Pope Pius XI! 
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Pope Institutes a Holy Year 








t 4 


lane HE Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, has published a bull, 
[= “auspicantibus nobis,” dated January 6, 1929, in- 

ie tee ‘ 

Lage stituting a Holy Year, extra ordinem, on the occa- 

sion of his sacerdotal jubilee. His Holiness grants 

a plenary jubilee indulgence to all the faithful in Rome who 

perform the following aets of piety: — 

1. To visit twice on the same or different days the three 
basilicas, St. John Lateran, St. Peter and St. Mary Major, pray- 
ing for the Pope’s intentions. 

2. To fast on two days which are not included in the days 

* prescribed by the precepts of the Church. 

3. To go to confession and Communion distinct from the 
annual confession and Easter Communion. 

4. To give alms, according to the ability of the donor, for 
the advancement of some pious work. 

Outside of Rome, the faithful can gain the same indul- 
gence by fulfilling the same conditions and visiting churches 
which will be indicated by their bisheps. If, in some places, 
there are not three churches, the six visits can be made to two 
churches, or even to one church or oratory, according to the 
instructions of the bishop. 

If anyone be totally or partially prevented from making 
six visits, the number may be conveniently reduced by his con- 
fessor. Visits can be made by the same person even in different 
places, but always in churches designated by the local bishop. 
Special authority is given to confessors to absolve the faithful 
during the period of the jubilee from reserved sins, excepting 
only some véry special cases. During this year other indul- 
gences are not suspended (as they were during the Jubilee year 
1925) but will remain in full effect. Rather, the Pope adds 
new special indulgences to persons praying before the Blessed 
Sacrament according to his intentions and grants to all priests 
a plenary indulgence applicable to the souls in purgatory every 
time they celebrate Mass. 

This announcement of His Holiness was accompanied by 
a statement in which he rejoiced at the demonstrations of filial 
piety already received since the beginning of his jubilee year. 


WAS 
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He recalled that Pope Leo XIII granted the same spiritual 
graces on the occasion of his sacerdotal jubilee and expressed 
confidence that the spiritual treasures granted to the faithful 
will be highly beneficial not only to the individual but to all 
society. He expressed the hope that this commemoration of 
his priesthood would be an efficacious invitation to the clergy 
who participate in the same sacerdotal dignity to conform 
always to his aims for better life and to the loftiness of his 


mission. 
—2-8-2- 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God* 


Concluded 





The Spirit of St. Benedict 


| T. Benedict was renowned not only on account of 
23) his holy life and numerous miracles, but also for 
the Rule which he wrote for monks. In this Rule 
we behold a truly admirable combination of sever- 
ity and mildness, of prudence and love. Popes and councils 
have clearly expressed that the holy Rule of St. Benedict was 
written through the special enlightenment of the Holy Ghost. 
This holy Rule in its essential precepts of monastic life, viz., 
regarding obedience, silence, charity, poverty, etc. became the 
standard of all later forms of religious life. 

St. Benedict founded monasteries, “schools of the Lord’s 
service,” in which the monks, by the exercise of public prayer, 
of private prayer and work, learn to forget self and live for 
God. He tells his children “to prefer nothing to the love of 
Christ; to prefer nothing to the Divine service.” St. Benedict 
was a man of prayer. All his miracles were wrought after 
he had prayerfully invoked God’s Divine aid. 

In the prologue to his holy Rule St. Benedict tells his 
disciples they must take up the “strong and bright weapon of 
obedience.” 

St. Benedict is called the “doctor of humility.” He calls 
upon his disciples to ascend twelve degrees of humility in order 
to attain perfection. 

This great lawgiver was a lover of silence. Idle words 








*Copyright Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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he would not tolerate in his monastery. As “Idleness is the 
enemy of the soul,” St. Benedict taught his children how to 
clear lands and hearts. He left to his sons the monastic motto: 
“Ora et labora — Pray and labor.” The spirit of St. Benedict 
is the spirit of prayer and love of God, the spirit of obedience, 
humility, silence, penance and labor. Wherever this spirit has 
been preserved, the Benedictine Order has flourished. 


Father of Many Nations 


The labors of the man of God were ended, but his spirit 
was destined to live. The fragrance of his virtues was to be 
diffused throughout the world and attract many to a higher life. 
Through his disciples he was to continue to be a propagator of 
the Faith, and to become the father of many saints. Doubtless, 
it was by Divine dispensation that the blessed Founder yielded 
up his soul before the Most Blessed Sacrament, as a sign to 
his spiritual children that at the foot of the altar they would 
imbibe his spirit. 

So flourishing was the Benedictine Order during the 
Middle Ages that it numbered about 35,000 monasteries and 
convents. For fourteen hundred years the children of St. Bene- 
dict have been victorious in persecution and triumphant under 
trials. They have rendered inestimable services, not only to 
Holy Church, but to the world at large by converting and civ- 
ilizing entire nations. The name of St. Maurus is inseparably 
connected with the conversion of France; St. Augustine, with 
England; St. Boniface, with Germany. 

The Benedictine Order has given to Holy Church 28 Popes, 
more than 200 cardinals, 1600 archbishops, and 4000 bishops. 
A recent commentator enumerates 57,000 saints. 


—2-31-2- 


NOTICE — We receive at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, numerous requests to have Holy Masses 
offered in our Adoration Chapel. We regret that the number received 
does not permit us to accede to the wishes of all. We hereby inform 
our kind friends that whenever possible such Holy Masses will be 
offered in our Adoration Chapel. Otherwise they will be sent to 
Mundelein or elsewhere. — This is not to be confused with Mass in- 
tentions for Europe. We can send a great number to impoverished 
prelates abroad. 





SRAAKRERERERE EEE SES 


‘ 


Where Adoration Never. Ceases 


During the past fifty years and more, streams of grace have flowed from the 
God of Love on our altar. Here the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
weary not in raising their hands heavenward in supplication for the Church, for 
the diocese, and for the countless souls, living and departed, recommended to their 
prayers. What a grace to spend one’s life and consecrate one’s energies to the 
service of the Holy Eucharist! 
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Earth is Joyful 





tiy OD with us in the Holy Eucharist! — What won- 


© eee derful condescension and sacrificial love on the 
Nosy) part of the Most High! Truly, were the angels 
ist-se4) capable of jealousy they would envy man his pos- 
session of Jesus in the Sacrament of Love. The celestial spirits 
would envy especially those virginal souls who dedicate their 
lives to the unceasing adoration of the Eucharistic Lord, finding 
in His sanctuary their paradise on earth. Here virginal souls 
keep a perpetual feast of celestial love. 

Earth is a vale of tears, it is true, but to such souls earth 
becomes a paradise. On our altars, in the monstrance, our 
Lord and God, the King of Angels, dwells with us until the end 
of time. Consideration of this Mystery of Love awakens in 
the hearts of adorers a return of love, yes, a joyful love, for 
how many proofs of love does not Jesus give in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. He remains ever present in the Sacred Host, He 
offers Himself daily as a Victim on our altars in Holy Mass, 
He gives Himself as the food and strength of souls. The angels 
behold Him in His glorified Body in which He is exalted at 
the right hand of the Father for all eternity. Enraptured with 
delight, the heavenly spirits prostrate in deepest reverence 
before Him, and though they are pure spirits, they cover their 
faces with their wings, considering themselves unworthy to 
behold His glory. But the children of men — oh, for them 
He conceals His Divinity in the little white Host so that no one 
need fear Him. At every hour we may come to Him and tell 
Him of our needs and of our love. Oh, how happy His Pres- 
ence makes us! We realize: He loves! He loves us! O earth, 
joyful because of Jesu Hostia! 

For devout maidens there is no more sublime and desirable 
vocation than to be a Sister of Perpetual Adoration. She stands 
in closest relation with the Blessed Sacrament; indeed, her 
whole life is devoted to It. For her, truly, earth is joyful 
because of Jesu Hostia. 


Our prospectus: ‘“‘The Angelic Service of Perpetual Adoration of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament,’ will be cheerfully sent upon request to 
young ladies who desire more information about the life of a Sister 
of Perpetual Adoration. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Harvest of Love is Delayed 





ay ay URGATORY is, as we know, a place of torment 
g| and of pain where the poor souls must suffer untold 
al anguish. The poor souls are predestinated, it is 

AZ true; they are destined one day to enjoy eternal 
oavcaia in the vision of God. An unspeakable impulse of 
love draws them toward God, and God Himself has a great long- 
ing to celebrate with them the nuptial feast. But, ah! their 
wedding garment is not sufficiently pure, and therefore they 
must be purified in the flames of purgatory as gold in the fur- 
nace. God loves them, loves them as His children. He ardently 
desires the removal of the poor souls from this region, over 
which a cloud of suffering is continually suspended, into the 
bright sunshine of their eternal home. He longs to reward 
them for their fidelity, but in virtwe of the strict requirements 
of His justice, He must punish them. 

What is more painful for a loving father than to be 
obliged to punish his beloved child, to raise his threatening 
hand against it! 

Holy Faith teaches us the value of these souls; how they 
were redeemed, purchased at the inestimable price of the Blood 
of Jesus Christ! How they were overwhelmed with graces of 
every kind in order that they might attain to their eternal 
destination! 

These holy souls, rescued as it were from the power of 
eternal death, in virtue of the assurance they have that they are 
to enjoy the bliss of the heavenly kingdom, desire to pour forth 
their gratitude in the arms of the Divine Savior, but they cannot 
be admitted to His presence; they feel drawn to God, but they 
cannot enjoy Him; for an unknown length of time they cannot 
receive the merited reward of their fidelity, their sufferings and 
their good works! The harvest of love and devotedness of Jesus 
is delayed, and the poor souls are assigned their time of punish- 
ment. But alas! by all their sufferings, all their patience and 
all their longing, they cannot hasten their deliverance even one 
moment. What a torment for the suffering souls! What a 
sorrow — if we may use the expression — for the Divine Heart 
of Jesus! 
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Oh, we do not wish to be unmerciful and disregard their 
cries for help! On the contrary, with all sympathy, with heart- 
felt compassion, let us help the suffering souls! 


eS 
tee 


Last Days of Bernadette Soubirous 





Ji ] HEN we hear the name “Bernadette of Lourdes” we 
| think of the privileged child of Mary Immaculate; 
| the child who was so ravished by the beauty of the 
4 Mother of God that ever after she considered the 
most win things of earth mere darkness in comparison to 
the rays of heavenly glory which she had beheld amid the 
rocks of Massabieille. Bernadette, however, was not only a 
favored child of the Queen of Heaven, she was likewise a lover 
and a bearer of the Cross. 

April 16th marks another anniversary of the death of 
Bernadette Soubirous. After having spent twelve years in the 
convent of St. Gilard, Nevers, as a model religious, she was 
permitted to pronounce her final vows on September 22, 1878. 
A few days later, she was seized with her last, painful illness. 
Asthma, from which she had suffered from childhood, now 
tortured her with violent attacks. The poor patient never again 
left her bed, and soon she lay on open wounds which covered 
her tender body. She was, indeed, like her Heavenly Bride- 
groom, nailed to the Cross. Sometimes the intense pain wrung 
from her lips cries of anguish which she could not repress. 
However, she knew how to clothe them in fervent aspirations. 
Frequently she was heard to say: “My God, I offer it to Thee! 
My God I love Thee! Yes, my God, I accept it; I accept Thy 
Cross!” 

The Cross was dissolving the ties which still retained 
Bernadette in this life. When she was admonished to offer the 
sacrifice of her life, she replied, “Oh, it is no sacrifice to leave 
a wretched life in which one is hindered in so many ways from 
clinging to God alone.” Rev. Abbe Febyre, the spiritual di- 
rector of the community, felt that she had a presentiment of her 
approaching end. “What request did you make to St. Joseph?” 
he asked her after the celebration of the feast, March 19th. 
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The religious replied with emphasis: “I prayed for the grace 
of a happy death.” It seemed she was soon to be heard. On 
March 28th, she received the Last Sacraments. However, death 
did not come yet. Her corporal and spiritual suffering in- 














Behold Bernadette of Lourdes lying peacefully as when her sister 
religious first laid her to rest in 1879. Death hesitated to do its work 
of destruction on her body. Twice the coffin was opened, in 1909 and 
1925; she was found unchanged. 


creased, especially during Holy Week, the great week of the 
Passion. Our Blessed Savior wished to initiate his courageous 
spouse of the Cross into the great and awful mystery of His 
Passion. 


“‘Patience,’’ Pleaded the Sufferer 


For days before her departure, she sat in the invalid 
chair, and, amid fervent prayers, awaited the final summons. 
“You are suffering much,” said one of the Sisters. — “All this 
is meritorious for heaven,” was the reply. “I will ask the 
Blessed Virgin to grant you some alleviation,” continued the 
Sister. — “No,” pleaded the sufferer, “but strength and 
patience.” 

She then remembered the special benediction which Pope 
Pius IX had granted her in advance for the hour of death. She 
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wished to hold in her own hand the Papal decree, and with 
touching devotion pronounced the Holy Name of Jesus, to gain 
the plenary indulgence. A moment later she said with fervor: 
“O my God, I love Thee with my whole heart, with my whole 
soul and with all my strength.” . The prayers for the dying 
were recited. With a faint, but distinct voice, she repeated 
all the acts that were recited with her. 

All present observed with great emotion that Bernadette 
from time to time opened her large eyes and looked with intense 
fervor at the Crucifix on the wall. It was placed into her en- 
feebled hands. The priest reminded her of the words of the 
Canticle, in which the Divine Bridegroom invites the faithful 
soul to place Him as a seal upon her heart. The dying Sister 
eagerly seized the Crucifix and pressed it with fervor to her 
heart as though she would bury it therein. The Crucifix was 
then fastened upon her breast in such a way that she could 
easily kiss it and press it to her heart. It was also observed 
that she extended her arms in the form of a cross whilst whis- 
pering: “Oh, I love it!” Thus she lay until three o’clock in 
the afternoon, the same hour in which Jesus died upon the 
Cross. In this hour Bernadette, too, bowed her head and 
breathed forth her soul. 


a a 


Heroic Love 





J IMBLY Vivian stepped into her car. She took her 
place at the wheel, and in a few moments was speed- 
ing through the beautiful suburbs. Vivian was in 
high spirits. And why should she not be happy? 
Only a short time previously she had been graduated 
with honors from college; she was free as a bird, the only child 
of an affectionate father, esteemed by all for her kindness, en- 
dowed with many gifts of grace and nature, and there seemed 
nothing more her young heart could desire. 

Yet Vivian did not always feel so light-hearted. Only a 
few weeks before she had remarked to a companion: “I am 
dreadfully lonely."” She was one of those noble characters who 
feel in themselves an indefinable longing for something higher. 
The pleasures and amusements in which she was obliged to par- 
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ticipate did not satisfy her heart. Once when asked how she 
had enjoyed a ball, she remarked: ‘““What a pity to lose so much 
precious time! I am still tired from it today.” 

Vivian was accustomed to walk with her father over his 
estate. One day they entered a small house in which one of the 
workmen lay sick. Everythirig in the room was clean and neat, 
but so poor that Vivian was moved to tears. She shuddered, 
saying that never had she beheld such poverty. On their way 
back to the mansion, they stopped, as usual, to make a visit at 
the little church. Here before Jesus, become so poor in His 
Sacramental state for love of men, the pampered child of fortune 
heard in the depths of her soul: “My daughter, assist the poor, 
for they are My children.” From that day forward, Vivian's 
car knew no way better than that which led to the huts of the 
poor and sick. 


The Angel of Charity 


Today she goes with a light heart to a poor mother, bring- 
ing a warm shawl and soft pillows for the cradle of her new-born 
child. As she leaves the room, Irma, the eldest child of the 
family, throws her arms about Vivian's neck and, weeping, ex- 
claims: ““O Miss Vivian, how good you are!’* — Ah, to Vivian's 
noble heart, the caresses of that poor child are dearer than any 
worldly amusement. 

Health, beauty and happiness glowed from her countenance 
as she stepped into her car to return home. Coming to a sudden 
turn in the road, she made the curve in a masterly fashion, but 
a workman who at the moment was turning the corner barely 
had time to jump out of the way. A shocking curse and impre- 
cations greeted Vivian's ears. Later she learned, to her astonish- 
ment, that this man was Irma’'s father and that, imbued with 
socialistic ideas, he was the ring-leader of disunion among her 
own father’s workmen. ‘Surely these people do not know us, 
or they would not act so bitterly toward us,’ Vivian reflected, 
forgivingly, and even added: “‘I shall go to see them again.” 

Vivian kept her word. She brought nourishing food to the 
mother and often sat with the little one in her arms. The eyes 
of the mother and Irma would turn again and again with venera- 
tion toward the wealthy young lady who was to them an angel 
of love. It was a beautiful picture, deserving of the brush of the 
greatest artist —a spectacle which even the angels must have 
contemplated with rapture, for they beheld in Vivian’s heart the 
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softening influence of her visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
More than once it was a struggle for her to be so kind to this 
family on account of the embittered father, but from the ‘‘Sacra- 
ment of Unity,” the “Bond of Peace,’’ she drew strength and 
grace to overcome nature. 

One day the door suddenly opened and the father appeared 
on the scene. He took in at a glance that Vivian was on an 
errand of charity to his family, but his hardened heart remained 
untouched. He had just returned from a meeting of the work- 
men, at which he had announced a strike in defiance of the 
““blood-suckers."" Vivian rose and offered him her hand. He 
glared at her with a look of disdain and hatred. ‘I am sorry, 
my friend, that I recently annoyed you by my driving,” said 
Vivian. “What do you care about a poor workman! He is 
trampled under foot like a mole!"" ‘But father,’’ cried his wife, 
““do you not see what benefits Miss Vivian has bestowed upon 
us?’’ — “Better if those who like to make a show of their money 
would pay for our sweat; we could then renounce all claim to 
their alms.” 

Irma put her arms about her father and cried: “‘Don't be 
angry, father, she is so good, so good!"’ Vivian put the little one 
in the cradle and departed, saying, with gentle dignity: ‘‘Fare- 
well, I shall see you again; your father does not mean to be 
angry.” 

Bitterness Repaid by Love 


The sick woman recovered and Vivian's visits were directed 
to others more needy. However, she instructed little Irma to 
come to the mansion every day for food. This brought new life 
to the little household, but the father’s heart remained embittered. 

One day little Irma did not come to the mansion as usual. 
Vivian was at first only surprised, but when Irma failed to come 
the next day, and the next, she became alarmed and went her- 
self to the little hut to ascertain the cause. The mother met her 
at the door. “Oh, Miss Vivian, Irma is very sick. The doctor 
says it is diphtheria and has ordered that she be isolated from the 
family, so we have made a bed for her in the wash house.” 
Vivian found little Irma lying on an improvised bed of rough 
boards, while her father sat, with dejected air, watching beside 
her. When he saw Vivian he waved her back with his hand, 
saying: “Don't come in, there is danger.” 

“It is too late,”’ rejoined Vivian, smiling sweetly, “‘] am in 
already."’ ‘Don't you know that Irma has diphtheria and that 
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if you catch it, it might cause your death?"’ Vivian shuddered 
involuntarily. Her delicate nature shrank back, but strength 
from her daily visits to the lowly Jesus in the Tabernacle spurred 
her on and an interior voice whispered: “As long as you did it 
to one of these, My least brethren, you did it to Me’ (Matt. 
xxv. 40). 

Despite his obduracy, the father was astonished at such 
utter disregard of self. Irma was flushed with fever. She had 
not been able to open her mouth and no medicine was being 
administered to her. Vivian bent over the sick child lovingly. 
“It is 1, my little angel. Open your mouth just a little."" Vivian 
carefully swabbed the child’s throat, cheered her with consoling 
words and said to the father as she left: ““‘We shall save her all 
right, do not worry.” 

The next day the wash house was transformed. An iron 
bedstead with warm covers was brought, and also a comfortable 
armchair for the father — but not a word of gratitude passed 
the lips of the embittered man. 


“I Would Gladly Give My Blood” 


As the days passed, Irma grew steadily better under Vivian's 
loving care. But one day Vivian failed to come. That evening 
when the doctor called to see Irma, he told her father that all was 
well there, but not so well with Miss Vivian. A painful cry 
escaped the lips of the workman. Seizing the hand of the doctor, 


he said: “She hasn't diphtheria, has she!" ‘Alas, too true, my 
friend, and in a very severe form, too. Only a miracle can save 
her life."" “‘But she cannot die,"’ cried the man in despair. “‘All 


human skill is helpless. Angels never remain long on earth,” 
replied the doctor. ‘But doctor, that is terrible. I| believe I 
shall go mad, for it is here that she contracted the disease. | 
would gladly give my blood for Vivian. No, she must not die!" 
“Calm yourself, my dear man. You cannot give your blood, but 
you can do one thing — pray for her. — But what am I saying — 
you no longer pray!" 

After the doctor had gone, the workman sat motionless, 
his face buried in his hands. Suddenly he arose and went to 
Irma’s bedside. He dropped on his knees and gasped: “‘Irma, 
help me to pray! Pray one ‘Our Father’ with me, slowly, very 
slowly." The little one devoutly folded her hands and with a 
weak voice prayed, “Our Father who art in heaven... forgive 
us our trespasses...”’ Angel wings were hovering about the little 
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hut. The heavenly messengers were carrying the first prayers 
of the converted sinner to the throne of God. 

Two days later, all hope for Vivian's recovery was aban- 
doned. Irma’s father, with an aching heart, went in feverish 
haste to the mansion. He was conducted through the long halls d 
to the bed of sickness where lay Vivian who had saved his child 
from death. Her cheeks were glowing with fever. It seemed as 
though God had not permitted the disease to disfigure her beau- 
tiful features. The man fell on his knees and said, in a voice 
choked with tears: “Forgive me, Miss Vivian! Oh, forgive me!" 
Reverently he kissed the hand now growing rigid in death. 

Vivian had received her Beloved in Holy Communion but 
a few minutes previously. Her face seemed transfigured. Her 
eyes glowed with rapture as though she beheld the angels show- 
ing her the crown of life. “‘O heaven, heaven! How happy | 
am!"’ she exclaimed, and sank back into her pillows. The “angel 
of charity’’ had closed her eyes to this vale of tears: Vivian was 
resting forever on the Heart of her Maker. 

But in the silent death chamber, grace was active in the 
repentant workman's soul. Weeping bitterly, and torturéd by 
remorse for his past ingratitude, he arose at length from his 
knees, saying, as he turned to go: “I have been a miserable 
brute, God knows, but today shall be the beginning of new and 
better ways!"°»— And he kept his word, though the sudden 
change was a source of perplexity even to his family and brought 
upon him many a jeer from his fellow-laborers. 


~ 2-8-2 


A Piece of Bread 


The following pathetic lines reveal how great is still the need 
of European Convents which were impoverished by the war. Can 
we, in this land of plenty, remain deaf to their cry of digtregs? 


Ven. and dear Mother Superior, Poor Clare Convent, Dec. 26, 1 

We, the Poor Clare Nuns of St. Cosimato, humbly ask you for a 
piece of bread to help us sustain our lives. We are very poor and 
some of our Community are sick. The labor we are engaged in and 
the little recompense we receive is not sufficient to defray the necessary 
expenses of our Convent. For this reason we appeal to your gener- 
osity and ask you to provide us a “piece of bread’’! 

Out of love for St. Francis of Assisi and St. Clare, but especially 
for the love of Jesus Christ who will not allow even a glass of cold 
water to go without rewarding the donor, we ask you to have the 
kindness to send us a little alms. We shall be mindful of you in our 
prayers. Mother, C. — Abbess. 


(Agata Otome 
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In Extreme Need waveen hana 
Ven. Mother Superior: cnasnaeiall an.{,1929 


We venerate Rev. Father Lukas very highly. We ask his inter- 
cession very often, especially in our temporal needs when we are desti- 
tute of money. We have great confidence in him and hope that he 
will speedily send us help as he did during the years of his earthly 
life. Our need is extreme... Mother M. C., Abbess. ,CitecL a) 
A Sister of the Community from which the above letter was re- 40. Est 
ceived composed the following verses: — 


St. Joseph’s Helper 


O good St. Joseph, Father mine, 

Protect and help this child of thine! 
Thus thousands cry unceasingly 

From out this vale of misery. 
No prayer thy tender care exceeds, 

Fain wouldst thou lighten each one’s needs, 
But God the Father deems it best 

That thou shouldst have more peace and rest. 
And Jesus, thy dear Foster-Son, — 

Ah, He knows how it can be done, 
For love can ever best advise; — 

The Father readily complies: 

: “In Clyde a noble heart doth beat 

Which brings to many comfort sweet, 
And wherein boundless love is pent 

For Me in My sweet Sacrament. 
“To watch with Me ‘tis his delight 

When reigns the stillness of the night. 
St. Joseph must his help obtain, — 

Good Father Lukas is his name.” 
Wide open heaven’s portal swings, 

A radiant angel spreads his wings, 
Descends to earth, with lightning speed, 

To fetch the ‘friend of those in need.’’ 
Good Father Luke, with sighs of love, 

Breathes forth his soul, then mounts above; 
Takes with him there his noble heart 

In heavenly realms to play its part. 
St. Joseph lists to every prayer, 

And Father Lukas helps with care, 
Still finding it his greatest joy 

The art of giving to employ. 
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A man of California writes: “I sincerely appreciate the inspiring 
booklets. Much good is being derived from ‘God Himself Our Sacrifice,’ 
and ‘Conformity to the Will of God.’ Both are very timely in this day 
and age, when money, power, excessive education and speed are caus- 
ing many to be a little lax in their debt to God and in performing their 
Christian duties.” 


All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 
A collection of beautiful prayers and acts of consecration to the 
Sacred Heart. Contains a Mass devotion, litanies, novena. From 
Kansas City: ‘‘Kindly send me 100 more ‘All for Thee’; my friends 
were very much pleased with them and want more.” 6¢ each 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun 
The excellence of Holy Mass. By interesting explanations and ex- 
amples this book emphasizes the four ends of the Holy Sacrifice. 
A priest of Massachusetts: “I have made up my mind to place it 
in all our Catholic homes and in as many of our non-Catholic 
homes as are neighborly enough to allow me to do so. Please 
send me 2000 copies.”” 10¢ each 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 
Will give you a better knowledge of Holy Mass. Even children 
are drawn by these simple explanations and interesting miracles. 
Pennsylvania: “I would not part with the knowledge I obtained 
from this little book. How much better one can assist at Holy 
Mass!” 10¢ each 


Most Consoling for the Human Heart Two volumes 
Two booklets containing revelations which tend to fill the heart 
with confidence in the mercy and goodness of God, show the value 
of prayer and a holy intention, the benefit of suffering, etc. A man: 
“These booklets are a real treasury; they contain the most sublime 
instructions in addition to excellent counsels.’’ Each volume 10¢ 


Words of Our Lord to Sister Benigna Consolata 
Sketch of her life; extracts from revelations vouchsafed her, which 
show the infinite love and mercy of our Savior towards the just 
and sinners. A priest: ‘‘We appreciate very much your book ‘Sister 
Benigna.’ Many pious souls here read it with great spiritual profit. 
A frequent demand for this book comes to me...’’ 10¢ each 


Magnificence of the Love of God & Efficacy of Perfect Contrition 
Motives of love; how to make acts of love; salutary effects of this 
practice. Motives for perfect contrition; its marvelous efficacy. A 
nun: “This book is wonderful; every word is worth gold.” 6¢ 


Good St. Ann 
Her power and dignity; the special patron for Christian mothers; 
devotions to her five joys and sorrows, litany, novena, prayers. 
From Massachusetts: “I enjoyed it immensely.” 6¢ each 


Reduction for quantities of 100 and more. Postage extra. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Pictures of the Holy Father 


Priests and laymen assure us they have never been able 
to find a more handsome picture of our Holy Father Pope 
Pius XI. Printed on superior quality paper; deep brown 
photo-tone finish; size 16x 22 inches; price 40 cents. 

From New York City: “It is a perfect likeness of him. I had the 
pleasure of an audience with him this summer.” 

Canada: ‘“‘¥You cannot know how much I appreciate-the beautiful 
reproduction of our present Pope. It is a work most fitting for a beau- 
tiful frame. In its details and in every way, it is a splendid picture.” 

Baltimore: “It is admired by all my friends. They remark how 
perfect it is in every way; what a wonderful picture it is; how every 
line is brought out perfectly.” 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A friend writes: ‘“‘Rev, Father D. cannot say enough for the little 
book ‘Jesus...’ He says that only a saint could have written it.” 

Ind.: ‘‘Dear Sister, do you still have that dear little prayer-book, 
Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children? My little girl had. one and lost 
it and she just can’t do without one. The Sister at school said it was 
the nicest book for children she ever read.”’ 

A complete prayer-book. It contains two Mass devotions; Con- 
fession and Communion devotions; Way of the Cross;.Litanies; Devo- 
tions for Benediction; 8 visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament, and what 
especially delights children, 28 devotion-inspiring pictures. 160 pages; 
print large and clear. 

Heavy, durable, neatly bound cover, with gilt embossed title. 
Colors: Black, blue or rose. Price 50¢ per copy. 





Hand-bound Prayer-Books 


Golden Links. This tasty little prayer-book contains a variety 
of prayers and devotions for young people. Small print. Size 2% x 4% 
in., 347 pages. White celluloid binding, colored picture on cover, gold 
edges, $2.25; white leather with picture, gilt edges, $1.25; ° black 
leather, red edges, 80¢; cloth 50¢. 


Joy in God. A handy “Vest Pocket Manual” containing a choice 
selection of prayers for genéral use. Small print. Size 2% x 4% in., 
270 pages. Black leather binding, gilt edges. 90¢. 

From Michigan: “The prayer-book, ‘Joy in God,’ which I just 
received is the finest-and the very best I ever saw-in vest pocket 
prayer-books. Oh, if only you will keep on printing these books and 
they might be distributed among the men and boys of the world! 


Gems of Prayer. A complete prayer-book with clear, medium 
print. Size 3%x4% in., 402 pages. Black leather binding, gilt 
edges, $1.25; red edges, $1.00. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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